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D) AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWlNCvS 

None. 
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E) REMARKwS 

This Response is tiled ir> response lo ilic OHkc Action dared February 17. 201)6. 
Upon entry of this Amendment, claims 1-26 will be pending in ihc Application. 
In Ihe outstanding Office Aciion, lh<? Examiner subjected claims 1-26 to a rcsiricrion 
requirement under 35 U.S.C. § 121. 

R<!Striction/Electioimndcr 35 U.S,C. 121 

Tlic Office Action of February 17. 2(M)6 sub jects claims 1-26 of the present AppHciUion to a 
restriction requirement. The Exuminer has rc4tuircd restriction to one of the foltowiny inventions 
under 35 U.S.C. § 121: 

I. Claims 1-24, drawn to a convertible gamient, classified in clasftJ 2, subclass 86. 

n. Claim 25 y drawn to a convertible Hcxible container, classified in class 224, 
subclass 575. 

III. Claim 26,, drawn to a method of incorporating a dual access cargo system for use 
with a convertible garment, classified in closs I28» subclass H9S. 

In accordance with the requirements of 37 C.RR. § 1.143, Applicant provisionally elects the 
invention of C5roup I with traverse, without prejudice to file divisional applicalion($). 

Applicant respectfully traverses the requirements for restriction and requests reconsideraiion 
of the restriction requirement between Groups 1, II ond III. Applicant submits thfit the restriction 
requirement should be witlxlrawn. because the Examiner has not shown thai any cotnbination of 
Groups 1. II and III are not both independent and distinct, as the claims must be shown to be 
"independent and distinct" to maintain the restriction, 35 U.S.C. § 121,37 C.F.R. § 1 . 14 I , MPEP 
802. Additionally, it would not be an undue burden on the Examiner to search and examine the 
inventions, as even multiple art classes/subclasses are routinely scarehed when applications are 
eMaminal (see M?EP 803). For exaniplc, any search of a convertible garment could be reasonably 
extended to include methods ofincoqiorating a dual access cargo systcjji (or use with the 
converlible gamient. A thorough search of the tirt would therefore include such art. 
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In addition, ihc Examiner has slated ihiU ifgroup 1 is selected^ thai <ni clociion of spccicis is 
required bclwccn: 

a) Figures 1-4: detailing a dual access cargo system having a first material portion affixed 
to the outer surfocc of the shell. 

b) Figures 10-13: detailing a dual access cargo system iiaving a plurality of first material 
portions affixed to the outer surface of the shell. 

c) Figure 14: detailing a dual access cargo system having a phirality of ttiatcrial portions 
affixed to t)ic outer side and inside surface of the shell with access devices. 

The Examiner ftirthct requires a listing of all claims readable on the selected specie. 

in accordance with the requiremenLs of 37 C-F.R, § 1.143. Applicant provisionally elects 
specie a) of the invention. Additionally, the HxatYtiner has required Applicant to identify a listing oJ- 
the claims readable upon ihc .scltxMcd specie a). In response thereto, Applicant identifies that claims 
1-18, 19-22, 24 and 25 read upon specie a). 

Finally, the Kxaminer luus slated that if group I is selected, that an election of species is 
required between the following categories: 

A) The form of the garment portion: (sec claims 9-14) 

B) The first material portion is affixed to cither the inside ol'lhc outside suri^ac^ of the 
shell {see claims 23 and 24). 

C) The carrying mcan.s is secured to the lust chamber tor carrying or the sec^)nd chamber 
for carrying (sec claims 3 and 4). 

In accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § M43, Applicant provisionally elects 
category C) of the invention. 

In summary. Applicant provisionally elects the invention of Group I, species a) and category 

C). 
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CONCiAJSfON 



In suminary, il is re,sp<x:t<'ully subinillcd thrtt (or \hc rousons given ubovc (he rcsiriciion 
requirement between the inventions as set foilh in claims N26 (Groups 1, If and III, species a)-c) and 
calcgorics A)-C)) sliould be cxnmincd and the restriction rcquiremenl reconsidered imd withdrawn by 
llic Ex^iminer. Further, it in respectfully submitted that claims 1-26 arc novel defining patentable 
subjeei matter and should be allowed. A favorable action is earnestly solicited. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees nnd credit any 
ovcipayments to Deposit Account No. 50-1059. 



RespecifuHy submitted. 



McNI-CS. WALLACE & NURICK LLC 




K. Scott O'Brian 

Kciv No. 42,946 

100 Pine Street, P,0. Box 1 166 

Harrisbui-g, PA 171 08-1 166 

Tel: (7 17) 237-5492 
Fax: (7 1 7) 237*5300 



Dated: March 14, 2006 
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